[image: image1.jpg]TRANSFORMING

THE UK’S
RESPONSE
TO HIV





 Press Statement
NAT WELCOMES COMPULSORY 
SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS
…but asks what about same sex relationships? 
Today the Department of Children, Schools and Families releases recommendations for compulsory sex and relationships education in schools.

Deborah Jack, Chief Executive of NAT, comments:
“Finally the DCSF has put forward sensible suggestions for compulsory sex and relationship education in all schools.  It is vital that the Government acts on these recommendations.
Whilst some people may be nervous of these proposals, it is important to remember that STIs, including HIV, are on the rise among young people in the UK. HIV is a serious long-term condition and it is vital our young people are armed with the information they need to protect themselves.  
The next step is to decide what exactly is taught in the curriculum. This should include talking about same sex relationships. With HIV diagnoses amongst young gay men at an all time high it is more important than ever that sex and relationships education is relevant to them. The Government must ensure teachers have the support and information to be able to talk confidently and sensitively about same sex relationships.
HIV and Young People Stats

· In 2007, 702 young people were diagnosed with HIV, representing 11% of all new diagnosis.

· Almost half (48%) of young people diagnosed with HIV in 2007 were infected through sex between men.

· The number of young people diagnosed each year with HIV is now nearly three times higher than it was ten years ago. There have been worrying increases in HIV diagnoses amongst younger men who have sex with men (from 128 in 1998 to 281 in 2007).
 (source: Health Protection Agency, Sexually Transmitted Infections and Young

People in the United Kingdom: 2008 Report, 
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1202115502900)
Notes to the Editor:

NAT 
NAT (National AIDS Trust) is the UK’s leading charity dedicated to transforming society’s response to HIV. We provide fresh thinking, expert advice and practical resources. We campaign for change.
Shaping attitudes. Challenging injustice. Changing lives.

www.nat.org.uk
