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Allegation made by complainant 
HIV Key Facts 

(Accused under 18 years?) 

Create Crime record as per 
NCRS & force guidelines – 

S.18/20 Offences Against The 
Person Act (OAP) 1861 

Consider appropriate and 
proportionate initial scene 

preservation (including clothing) 
 

Early referral of victim and suspect to 
appropriate support agencies for 

information 

Possible exposure within last 72 hours? 
Refer to point 8 of HIV Key Facts for 

infection within this time-frame 

Yes No 

Urgent referral to 
Accident & Emergency 

Department for post 
exposure prophylaxis 

(PEP) 

Refer for 
HIV test 
eg: at 

GUM clinic 

Negative 

Update report and follow 
procedures for investigation 

under S.18/20 OAP Act 1861 
and evidential flowchart 

Set investigation strategy, including 
full risk assessment. Early 

consultation with CPS, previous 
SIO’s and community support 

organisations  
 

Review evidence and arrange case 
conference with CPS and 
Investigation Team. 
Consider criminal proceedings. 
Ensure confidentiality of data; safe 
storage and restricted access. 
Ensure sensitivity by all for HIV 
status of suspect and victim 

Appoint Investigation Team 
SIO/IO. Consider ‘Critical 
Incident’, communications 

strategy, deployment of FLO, 
LGBT & sexual offences trained 
officers. Refer to CPS guidance.  

If reasonable evidence of attempt 
intentionally to infect complainant review 
with CPS 
If no crime reclassify report and 
implement exit strategy 

No obligation by law enforcement 
to notify. Refer  to GUM Clinics 
who have existing processes to 

facilitate contact tracing  
 

Other people identified who may have 
been exposed to possible HIV infection 

and not relevant to the investigation 

Public 
Access 

 
Victim Support (victims only) 

 
Terrence Higgins Trust 

 
Local GUM clinic  

 
Broken Rainbow 

 
Women’s Aid & Refuge 

 
National Health Service 

 
Galop 

 
African HIV Policy Network 

 
 

 
Outcome of HIV test 

Positive 

Complainant 
already tested HIV 

positive 

Complainant not 
yet tested for HIV 

Other persons identified as relevant to 
the investigation by HIV status or as 
potential victims of criminality: initial 

contact via GUM clinics 

Police Referral 
 

All public access 
support agencies 

and 
 

National Aids Trust 
 

Gay Police 
Association 

 
Children and young 
people HIV network 

 
Local and regional 
support agencies 

 
 

 


